
 

8 day Kasanka Bat Safari 

From USD 4 399 pp sharing  

Lusaka – Lusaka (Guided Mobile & Fly-in) 

Departures: late November to early December  

 

Day 1 - 3: South Luangwa National Park  

Day 4 - 6: Kasanka National Park 

Day 7: Lusaka  

 

Every year, at the end of October, thousands of “straw coloured fruit bats” congregate in the trees of 

the Mushitu swamp forest near the confluence of the Kasanka and Musola rivers in Kasanka National 

Park. The bats come to feed for a short six week period on the abundance of seasonal fruit including 

waterberries and wild loquat. By mid November their numbers reach into the millions! These 

migrations happen in other parts of Africa too, but they tend to occur in urban areas – and with the 

expansion of cities, bat numbers seem to be on the decline. To see millions of bats dispersing at dusk 

against the setting sun is one of the wildlife wonders of Africa – and one that definitely should not be 

missed! The safari includes a 3 night stay at Nkwali Camp, in the South Luangwa National Park, 

where you will get to relish in the splendours of the Emerald Season in South Luangwa. The 

Bangweulu wetlands, just north of Kasanka are one of Africa’s most spectacular wildlife secrets with 

over 100 000 black lechwe and the world’s most visitble population of shoebill storks. Kasanka is 

famed for having over 400 bird species, as well as both the sitatunga and tsessebe species of 

antelope. The South Luangwa River adds to the wildlife experience with a chance to see wild dog and 

explore the lush, colourful bush landscape at this time of year.  

 

Itinerary 

 

Day 1: South Luangwa National Park 

Upon arrival at Lusaka International Airport you will be met by a representative who will have a name 

board with your names. He / she will assist you with immigration and customs clearing and also assist 

you with checking in for your flight to Mfuwe, South Luangwa (about a one hour flight). At Mfuwe 

International Airport you will be met by a guide. The drive to Nkwali Camp is one hour through 

colourful scenes of villages, agriculture and bush. Nkwali Camp has an expansive view of the 

Luangwa River. On this private land, and overlooking the South Luangwa National Park, Nkwali is 

ideally situated for the start of your safari. There are six rooms that look out over the river – all with 

open air bathrooms. Depending on your arrival time in the day you can enjoy a lunch looking out over 

the lagoon to the back of Nkwali or if you only arrive in the afternoon, enjoy tea and the afternoon and 

night game drive. 

Overnight at Nkwali Camp (Includes all meals, local beverages and safari activities) 

 

Day 2: South Luangwa National Park 

At dawn breakfast is served around the campfire. The morning game drive or walk will leave soon 

after, entering the park by boat from the camp or by the nearby pontoon. The wildlife in the area is 

excellent – and includes many family herds of elephants and the endemic species of giraffe – the 

Thornicroft Giraffe. A mid morning break of coffee, tea and cake will be taken at a scenic point on a 

lagoon or the Luangwa River. You will return to camp for lunch around mid day, after which you can 

cool off in the swimming pool or catch a siesta. Following tea you will enjoy an afternoon game drive 

that continues into the early night, giving you the chance to see the nocturnal world. You will return to 

camp around 20h00, with dinner following generally at 20h30. 

Overnight at Nkwali Camp (Includes all meals, local beverages and safari activities) 

 

 



 

 

Day 3: South Luangwa National Park 

Another relaxing day is spent with morning and evening game activities. You have the option of 

visiting Kawaza village, to meet the local people and experience what life is like in a real Zambian 

village. If you wish to visit Kawaza, it is best to mention it when you book your safari, or upon arrival to 

your guide. 

Overnight at Nkwali Camp (Includes all meals, local beverages and safari activities) 

 

Day 4: Kasanka National Park 

After breakfast you will be transferred to the airstrip for your flight to Kasanka. Upon arrival you will be 

transferred to Wasa Camp where you will spend the next three nights amongst the glory of the bat 

migration. 

Overnight at Wasa Camp (includes all meals safari activities) 

 

Day 5, 6: Kasanka National Park 

These two days will be quite relaxed with a chance to do bird watching, spend time in the Fibwe hide 

to catch a glimpse of the shy Sitatunga and view all of the other fantastic game species in this area 

such as Lichtenstein’s hartebeest and the elusive Pel’s fishing owl. And of course – you can’t forget 

the bats! You will also have the opportunity to visit the Bangwelu Swamps for a day to see the Black 

Lechwe during their calving period, as well as a variety of interesting water birds. 

Spend two nights at Wasa Camp (includes all meals and safari activities) 

 

Day 7: Lusaka 

After a relaxing breakfast you will be transferred to the airstrip where you will catch your flight to 

Mfuwe and an onward connection to Lusaka. It is a beautiful flight over the escarpment and down into 

the Luangwa Valley. You will be met upon arrival in Lusaka and transferred to the Eight Reedbuck 

Hotel, where you may enjoy a relaxed evening ahead of your trip back home. 

Overnight at the Eight Reedbuck Hotel (Bed & Breakfast) 

 

Day 8: Lusaka 

Depending on your onward flight, you may do an activity or go straight to the airport after breakfast. 

Your safari has come to an end. 

 

Rates: 

Valid only for travel: late November – early December 

From USD 4 399 per person sharing 

Single supplement:  USD 637 for occupying a single room  

 

Included 

All safari activities; park fees; all meals; local beverages at Nkwali Camp; laundry; domestic flights 

from Lusaka to Mfuwe – Mfuwe to Kasanka – Kasanka via Mfuwe to Lusaka; airport transfers 

 

Excluded 

Premium drinks at Nkwali Camp; all drinks at Wasa Camp and Eight Reedbuck Hotel; USD 10 per 

person per bed night conservation and community fund (USD 5 per child under 12 per bed night); 

international flights; airport departure taxes; curio shop purchases; personal and medical insurance; 

personal items; visas (if applicable); yellow fever certificate; tips and portages 

 

Important Information 

No children under 7 are allowed on this Kasanka Bat Safari 

 



 

 

 

Conserving South Luangwa 

LCCF – Luangwa Conservation and Community Fund 

For many years the safari operators in the Luangwa Valley have been working with the South 

Luangwa Conservation Society (SLCS) to ensure continued conservation in the area. They are also 

involved in Project Luangwa and the Kawaza School Fund – projects that work towards better 

opportunities and education in the local community. They feel that continuity is critical to these 

projects. To ensure long term future use of these essential projects they have introduced a 

“Conservation and Community Fund” to their rates: USD 10 per person per bed night (children under 

12 will pay 50%). This fee will be added to your invoice and the funds will be split evenly between 

SLCS and PL/KSDF. We believe that you will be satisfied to know that you have contributed directly 

to ensure the ongoing survival of the wildlife and environment, as well as the development of the local 

community. 


